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Connecticut Citizens for Ballot Initiative chairman, John Woodcock, and Treasurer, Richard Giordano, have accepted a formal invitation from the Swiss Confederation to attend a five-day tour in Switzerland from June 10th, 2010 to June 15th, 2010. The program is sponsored by the Initiative and Referendum Institute of Europe, the Swiss Confederation, and the European Union. 

 

Woodcock and Giordano have been chosen, along with 10 other Americans to form a 12 member United States delegation, which includes national initiative and referendum advocates, government officials, a Wall Street Journal Editor, and members of other national organizations. 

 

“Connecticut Citizens for Ballot Initiative was contacted by representatives of the sponsor because of our efforts here in Connecticut to bring an initiative and referendum mechanism to Connecticut citizens”. Woodcock stated. “Switzerland is the birth place of direct democracy, and like many other European countries, takes initiative and referendum very seriously. We will be meeting with Swiss officials at every level of government: Federal, Canton and Municipal”.

 

The program is a very intensive series of interviews, briefings and meetings with all of the different players in Switzerland’s initiative and referendum process, including initiative sponsors, petition circulators, election officials, funders, government officials at all levels including a meeting with the President of Switzerland. The American delegation will witness local and statewide initiative and referendum elections on June 14th, 2010.   The tour will start in the Canton of Zurich where electronic and SMS voting has been introduced, and then head to the tiny Alpine parts of the country where the famous Alpine Initiative originated. On the second half of the tour expert gatherings will take place in Lucerne and Berne to examine the administration of the direct democracy process and to have discussions of possible reforms. 

 

“This is obviously a great honor for the State of Connecticut. I have also been invited to speak at the U.S. Conference and Global Forum on Modern Direct Democracy, to be held in San Francisco from July 31st to August 4th, 2010”. Woodcock said.  “This is going to be quite an educational experience. Just yesterday, I learned that over 100 countries have initiative and referendum including Uruguay and South Korea”. Giordano added, “I have been working on initiative and referendum for years. This invitation to the birth place of direct democracy is a life time dream”.

 
For further information, please contact Mr. Woodcock at 860-644-2431; or cell 860-463-3640.
